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Chris Hansen drives to the basket against Cal State San Marcos in a 92-69 win on his way to 19

points and 10 rebounds for his eighth double-double of the season.

By John T. Miller

Two Lafayette grads are in
the running for the Clarence
"Bevo" Francis award, given
annually to the player consid-
ered to have had the best
overall season within Small
College Basketball.

Chris Hansen (Cam-
polindo, '15) and Joey Hewitt
(Acalanes, '15) have been
named to the Bevo Award 100
Watch List. Hansen is a red-
shirt junior with UC San
Diego, while Hewitt is in his
senior season at Whitman
College.

They have both had out-
standing careers so far, but
what makes the award an-
nouncement even more spe-
cial is that the two have been
friends since Merriewood
Preschool. They played to-
gether at Colorados Pool, con-
tinued as classmates at Bur-
ton Valley Elementary and
Stanley Middle School, before
moving on to different high
schools.

Hansen and Hewitt were
also members of the St. Per-
petua CYO team, along with
Matt O'Reilly (Campolindo
'15), who is finishing his bas-
ketball career at Bucknell and
was the subject of an article
in the Dec. 23 edition of this
paper.

During the offseason and
winter break, the two like to
call up former teammates and
play pickup ball at McKeon
Pavilion on the Saint Mary's
campus. “Being able to work
out with another collegiate
player is important during
our time away from college,”
says Hewitt.

Hansen adds, “These
games are always filled with
laughs and good times as we
reminisce about playing to-
gether on the same teams.”
Both teams dominate

At UC San Diego, Hansen
redshirted his junior season
following shoulder surgery,
but rebounded this year to
score 15.3 points per game on
55 percent field goal shooting
and 54 percent from the 3-
point line while collecting 5.9
rebounds per game. His sea-
son highs include 29 points
against Cal State San
Bernardino and 14 rebounds
versus Chico State.

With eight games re-
maining, the 6-foot-7 center
has helped lead his team to
first place in the California
Collegiate Athletic Association
(12-2 conference; 17-4 over-
all), was twice named CCAA
player of the week, garnered
All-Tournament honors (D2
Power Invitational and
CCAA/GNAC Challenge), and
was three times named UCS-
DTritons.com Athlete of the
Week. In addition, Hansen is
the team's representative on
the Triton Athletes' Council.

Hewitt, a 6-foot-2 senior
guard at Whitman (11-0 con-
ference; 19-1 overall), leads
the team in scoring with 15.8
Ppg - 46 percent on field goals
and 38 percent on 3-point
shots, and averages 3.6 re-
bounds per game with 2.2 as-
sists. His highest scoring
game of 28 points came in
The Blues only loss, a 112-109
OT shootout at Pomona Pitzer.

Hewitt was named first
team All-Northwest Confer-
ence his junior year and hon-

orable mention as a sopho-
more. For his senior year he
was named to the D3 Hoops
preseason All-American team.
The fast-paced Blues have
outscored their opponents by
25 points per game.

Happy to be in the game

Long before Steph Curry
brought his exuberant brand
of basketball to the Bay Area,
the two young men from
Lafayette fell in love with the
game and have been playing
it for fun.

“I have had such an
amazing experience in col-
lege, it would be hard for me
to say this will be the last time
I play competitive ball,” says
Hansen. “It is still such a joy
to me, why stop?” He looks
forward to exploring options
in professional basketball af-
ter graduation — perhaps
worldwide - but is also secure
in his eventual degree, a
bachelor's in management
science.

Hewitt agrees. “I fell in
love with basketball playing
CYO with Chris. We both
found something we loved
and stuck with our passion.”
Hewitt, who was always one
of the smaller players on the
court, blossomed late into his
6-foot-2 frame. He, too, would
like to pursue professional
basketball overseas, and is
interested in a future career
in sports psychology.

Both coaches raved about
their local players. At Whit-
man, Eric Bridgeland, head
coach there for 11 years,
credits Hewitt with upgrading
the culture of the program
ever since his arrival his
freshman year, saying “Joey
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Joey Hewitt, celebrating a 3-point shot, scored 24 points and
added 5 rebounds, 3 steals, and 2 assists in a 110-98 victory

over Whitworth.

has a joy for life and is a very
positive person. He has fun
and is always focused. We've
never had more fun and suc-
cess, and he's a big part of
that.”

Eric Olen, in his fifth year
as UCSD coach, was equally
enthusiastic. “Chris is not
only a talented athlete but
also a terrific teammate, hard
worker and great competitor.
He’s had a huge impact on
our program on the court
helping our team to some of

the most successful seasons in

school history. His positive
attitude and work ethic con-
tributes to the culture of our
entire program.”
Who was Bevo Francis?
While Bevo Francis isn't
exactly a household name
like John Wooden or Magic
Johnson, the little-known
phenom played two seasons
for Rio Grande College in
Ohio and still holds the NCAA
record with 48.3 points per
game in 1954. At 6-foot-9, he
also scored 50 points or more
during 14 games of his two-
year career. All this without
the benefit of the 3-point line
or a shot clock.
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His 113 points against
Hillsdale College stood as the
NCAA record until eclipsed in
2012 by Grinnell's Jack Tay-
lor's 138 points against Faith
Baptist Bible.

Francis, who died in 2015,
signed a $12,000 contract
with the Harlem Globetrotters
to play for a barnstorming
team called the Boston Whirl-
winds, but stopped playing
shortly afterward to support
his wife and son. He spent
most of his life toiling as a
truck driver, steel mill worker
and a tire factory worker.

Francis was posthu-
mously inducted into the
Small College Basketball Hall
of Fame in 2016. The Bevo
Francis Award, established in
the same year, honors the
best small college basketball
player. Considerations are
given to season statistics and
individual achievements,
awards, personal character
and team achievements.

The finalist list will be re-
duced to 50 in mid-February,
to 25 in March, and the award
winner will be announced on
April 8. Stay tuned.
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| House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Rototilling

2+ Ken's Rototilling
2 4 W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOBTOO SMALL
Please call Carlos Toledo
) 925-872-0422

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

e P L o W Pumbing

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$10 per 1/2" classified ad
height Email to:

classified@
lamorindaweekly.com






